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wiser heads thought all was lost. Madame de Stael,
who was in the gallery with Madame de Montmorin,
the wife of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, expressed
her delight and her hopes for the country. "You
have no reason to feel happy," answered the Minister's
wife; " from all this there will issue great disasters
to France and to ourselves." Madame de Montmorin
was right: her husband was slain at 1'Abbaye in
1792; she herself and her son were guillotined.

At last the States-General, who opposed to the
King what they called the Nation, were invested with
terrible powers. The real nation was with the King,
whom it loved and honored, whose loyalty, kindness,
and virtue it esteemed and admired. But there were
a few ambitious spirits who, in the hope of imposing
upon public opinion, were determined to try to have
it believed that a handful of revolutionaries was the
French people. The unhappy monarch fell blindly
into the snare which his enemies had laid for him.
Marie Antoinette, charming, affable, and amiable,
flattered herself perhaps that she would be able, by
the charm of persuasion, to bring back to kindlier feel-
ings those who had strayed away; but this, alas! was
an error. Nothing can correct or improve men of
bad faith. The Queen soon perceived the singular
malevolence to the royal family and the court which
the deputies had brought from their provinces.
She heard, with amazement, their strange questions
about the King's alleged intemperance and the Asiatic
luxury of the Trianon. Since the simplicity of this